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AUTHOR AND DATE

Who wrote it?  Argument from tradition

When?  Sometime between A.D. 40 and 70

Synoptic problem!which came first?  Matthew placed first because of primacy of message.

HISTORICAL BACKGROUND

Reconstruction
400 years of silence
Discontent under Rome's dominion
Messianic expectancy
Messianic coming
Messianic crucifixion
Frustrated expectancy!Why?
Destruction of Jerusalem

PURPOSE AND THEME

Attempt to resolve problem of frustrated expectancy: What happened to God's plan?

For non-Christian Jewish people

For Christian Jewish people

Two major themes:

1. Jesus was the promised Messiah.

2. What happened to God’s plan for His people Israel?

Three main purposes:

1. That the Jewish reader might recognize who Jesus is and trust Him.

2. That the early church might understand their place in God’s program.

3. That they might take the message Matthew had delivered and use it to make disciples of
all peoples, as Jesus commanded.

APPLICATION

What lessons should we apply to our own lives on the basis of this book's message?
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