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AUTHOR AND DATE

External and internal evidence combine in support of John the apostle as author.

The date is considered by most commentators to have been well after the synoptic gospels.
John left Jerusalem during the revolt against Rome and arrived in Ephesus about A.D. 69-70.
It has been reported that he wrote the gospel while there.  
It was probably written long enough after the destruction of Jerusalem that it was no longer

considered a major issue. 
The date is thus assumed to be about A.D. 85-90.

HISTORICAL BACKGROUND

Little is known about the circumstances leading to the writing of the gospel.
Clement reports that he was moved by friends and by the Spirit to write a "spiritual gospel."
The other gospels with their emphasis on Jesus' Messianic ministry had already been written.

The content and stated purpose of the book show that John was concerned to write a gospel to
a more general audience concerning the deity of Christ so that others might learn the truth
about who Jesus is and trust Him.

PURPOSE AND THEME

The purpose statement found in John 20:30-31 clearly defines what John wanted to accomplish.

That purpose is revealed on three levels:

1) To demonstrate that Jesus is the Son of God, that is, He is God Himself   (5:18)

2) That the reader might trust Jesus personally.
This trust in the One who is the Son of God would produce the third purpose:

3) That the reader might have life.

In agreement with John's three level purpose, his theme also develops on three levels:

1) The central theme of the entire book is that Jesus is God's Son and therefore makes a
legitimate claim to be God Himself.

2) The same evidence produces two responses, some trust Him while others refuse to trust
Him.  

The reader is thus warned that he too must choose one of these two alternatives.
(1:12; 3:16)

3) Those who trust Jesus receive life.  
John observes Jesus' teachings about life.  

* He has come to offer them life.  
* The life He offers is a satisfying abundant life.  
* It is also a life that does not end at death; it is eternal.
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