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Author and Date

The parallel introduction demonstrates that the writer of Acts and the writer of Luke were the
same person. It has already been argued in the introduction to Luke that Luke the physician and
traveling companion of Paul was the author of Luke. The "we" passages, compared to the historical
comments in the epistles, would confirm this view (16:10-17; 20:5-21:18; 27:1-28:16). Luke’s
authorship is also affirmed by the external evidence of tradition.

Historical references at the conclusion of the book place it in the early sixties. Dates suggested
are about A.D. 61-63.

Historical Background

The Book of Acts picks up the story where Luke concludes. The Messiah has come. When He
came, Israel'sleaders did not want to hear the good news of His arrival. They were more interested
in protecting their interests than in participating in God's program.

Only the outcasts of society were interested in following Him. Therefore, God began a new
program with them. Acts explains how God formed His new program with the remnant of faithful
Old Testament saints and those who had been excluded from God's program previously.

After the death and resurrection of Christ time passes. The church continues to grow. However,
Christ has not yet come. The apostles are beginning to die. Therefore, Luke wants to leave an
accurate record of the early development of the church. Acts bridges the gap between the life of
Christ and the early church.

Purpose and Theme
Luke's purpose is to describe how God formed the early church.
He presents the change from life under Judaism in a national context, to life in the church as
the body of Christ.
The book serves as an apologetic for the church because it demonstrates that God was at work
in its formation.
God’s confirmation of His hand in its formation is clearly demonstrated.
The evidence of God's participation in the formation of the church, as well as the evidence of
His protection of those who form part of it, serve to encourage those who are suffering for
their faith in Christ.
This is God's work and He will care for them.
The content of the book traces the historical development of the church.
Attention is directed to the groups that came to form part of that church and to the way in
which God brought each group into it.
The problems faced are handled wisely as the Spirit of God directed them.
These decisions set the pattern for the future life of the church as well.

Organization
The book is organized according to the major theological and geographical movements revealed
in Acts 1:8.
First the book looks ahead to the coming of the Holy Spirit (1:1-26).
Then attention is given to the testimony of the early church in Jerusalem (2:5-8:3).
Next the church moves into all Judea and Samaria (8:4-12:25).
Finally, its expansion is traced into the corners of the earth (13:1-28:31).
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