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AUTHOR AND DATE

External and internal evidence give ample evidence that Paul wrote 2 Corinthians.
The more debated issue concerns the unity of the book.
The change of tone in chapters 10-13 is used as a basis for considering the book to be a
combination of two letters.
It’s frequently assumed that the latter part represents the hard letter mentioned in 2:4.
However, the issue referred to is not mentioned.
No external nor conclusive evidence forces us to question the unity of the book.

The book was written near the end of the third missionary journey, normally accepted to be
around A.D. 56-57.

HISTORICAL BACKGROUND

After Paul wrote 1 Corinthians, Timothy visited Corinth and came back with a negative report.
Paul made a quick trip to Corinth to try to resolve the problems there.
Following his visit, Paul wrote a hard letter to the church.
While Titus delivered the letter, Paul waited anxiously for his return.
He finally went to Macedonia to look for him.

He was grateful to hear from Titus that the church responded positively to his correction.
From Macedonia Paul wrote 2 Corinthians and later visited the church again.

PURPOSE AND THEME

Paul's letter was an attempt to respond to the present situation in Corinth as Titus had just
described it.

He had several purposes:
To express his gratitude for their positive response.
To explain his change of plans.
To encourage the church to receive the brother who had repented back into fellowship.
To prepare for the offering.
To defend himself against the accusations of the false teachers.

Along with these main specific purposes, Paul wanted to build them up generally, and to
prepare for his visit.

The book focuses on the ministry, though the treatment is hardly a unified presentation of the
theme.
Three main subjects are presented in the book:
The privilege of the ministry (1-7)
The principles of Christian giving (8-9)
The vindication of Paul's ministry (10-13)

The main feature of the book would appear to be the glimpse into the heart of God's servant.
It shows his motivation, his concern for God's people and the proper use of boasting in
defense of the authority God has given him.
The emotionally charged expression of his concern for them is what makes the book hard to
handle synthetically.
The book is not a logically presented thesis of a theological theme.
It expresses what his heart feels.

What principles for our lives does Paul reveal?

How should we put them into practice today?
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