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HISTORICAL BACKGROUND

The situation is parallel to that of Philippians and Colossians which were probably carried by
the same person.
Paul had been arrested in Jerusalem because of the complaint of the Jews against him.
Their main complaint was that he was preaching that God had turned from them to the
Gentiles.
In the delay over the proceedings and the threats to his life, Paul appealed to Caesar and was
sent to Rome.
He waited there for two years for the arrival of his accusers.
They apparently never arrived and Paul was released.
While waiting in Rome, Paul wrote to these churches (about A.D. 60).

PURPOSE AND THEME

Paul has received word of divisions within the churches.
The underlying problems seem to be similar to those found in other churches.
The divisions may revolve around conflicts between Jews and Gentiles, especially.
Paul writes them concerning God's program for the church in this age, in order to correct the
problem.

If God has eliminated the basis for distinctions within the church, they ought to live in a way
that reflects what God has done.
The content of the book is presented as a hymn of praise because those who were separated
have been made members of God's famlfl
We ou% ic to act like members of a family andy live in a way that is worthy of the family to which
elong!
If God has accepted all of us without distinction, we ought to accept one another.

PAUL HAD TWO MAIN PURPOSES FOR WRITING:

There was something he wanted them

There was something he wanted them

He wanted them

WHAT DOES HE SAY GOD DID?
1:3

1:18-20a

3:17b-19

3:20-21

What does he want them ?
4:1

4:2-3

5:21

Make a list of all the things chapters 1-3 tell us God has done for us.

Personalize them, either with 1st person (I, me, my), or with your name.



EPHESIANS

The CHURCH, BEING united in Christ, should WALK in unity

Ralph Porter
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PRAYER: Praise for our calling in Christ

APPLICATION: Walk worthy of our calling
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