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AUTHOR AND DATE

2 Peter makes a clear claim to have been written by the apostle Peter.
Although external and internal evidence have provided debate, there is no clear evidence to

contradict the claim of the book itself.
Debate:

Centers around number of books claiming to have been written by him.
Close parallels to Jude.

There is a qualitative difference between 2 Peter and the pseudonymous writings which
claim him as author.

According to tradition, Peter was crucified upside down in A.D. 68.
The book was probably written late in his ministry, perhaps about A.D. 65.

HISTORICAL BACKGROUND

The letter was written to the same group as his first letter (3:1).
They are saints who have been scattered throughout Asia Minor.
They have demonstrated their faith in God.
They have apparently passed through the persecution mentioned in 1 Peter.
They are now struggling against a new enemy: false teachers have come into their midst.

PURPOSE AND THEME

Peter wants the readers of his letter to continue our progressive development in the virtues
taught in God’s Word.

He wants us to reject the false teachers who are contradicting the truth they’ve been taught.
They are hindering people’s growth.
They are causing stagnation.

In essence, the book contains an exhortation to keep growing and not let the false teachers stop
us or “stunt” our spiritual growth.

Since God is going to intervene and judge the world, those who claim to be His people should
remain faithful to Him and concentrate on that which will contribute to our growth.
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